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QUESTION 1

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option.

Most of my favorite movies contain slapstick humor, however physical comedy is not the only way to make me laugh.
A. slapstick humor, however physical comedy is not

B. slapstick humor, but physical comedy is not

C. slapstick humor, and physical comedy is not

D. slapstick humor; physical comedy is not

E. slapstick humor, but it is not physical comedy that is

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: "slapstick humor, however physical comedy is not" is a run-on: "however" is NOT a conjunction. "slapstick

humor, and physical comedy is not" and "slapstick humor; physical comedy is not" are missing contrast. "slapstick
humor, but it is not physical comedy that is" is not at all concise.

QUESTION 2

Identify the error in the following sentence:

Once you get the hang of it, surfing is one of the funnest activities around.
A. Once you

B. hang of it,

C. funnest

D. around.

E. No error

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The words most fun should be used instead of funnest.

QUESTION 3
Identify the error in the following sentence:
Norah has several hobbies: collecting antique English china, visiting museums, and yoga.

A. has
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B. hobbies:

C. English china

D. yoga

E. No error

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: The correct answer is "yoga" because it is not parallel with the other hobbies in the series. While they are

verbs followed by an object, "yoga" is a noun. To correct this sentence, "yoga" could be changed to "and practicing
yoga" to give the final item in the series a verb with an object and give the sentence parallel structure.

QUESTION 4
Identify the error in the following sentence:

Driving to school is one of the special privileges of being an upperclassman in high school; however, concerns many
parents and teachers who fear the dangers of the road.

A.is

B. being

C. concerns

D. who

E. No error

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: This sentence is flawed because the sentence clause following "however" is not independent. If a sentence
is separated by a semi-colon, then both "sides" of the sentence must be independent (which means they could be
sentences on their own). When a transition such as "however" is used as it is here (preceded by a semi-colon and
followed by a comma) it is created a division that demands two separate, independent clauses. The second clause has
a verb (i.e. concerns) but it lacks a subject like "it" or "teen driving" before "concerns.” What concerns people? Whatever

it is, MUST be properly identified. Choice

"concerns" must be modified, so it is the right answer.

QUESTION 5

Identify the error in the following sentence:

After the brilliant team that developed the atomic bomb for the United States government finished testing and realized
the apocalyptic consequences of use, each member of the team felt remorseful and adamant urged the government to
reach peace.

A. that

B. apocalyptic
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C. use

D. adamant

E. No error

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: This sentence tests your knowledge of adverbs. Adverbs alter and describe the meaning of a verb, hence
the name adverb as it represents an "adjective" for a "verb." Adverbs are most easily recognized by an "-ly" at the end

such as "quickly," "shrewdly" and "nicely." In this sentence because the scientists "urged" against use of the atomic
bomb, the adjective "adamant” must be modified to an adverb and be "adamantly."
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