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QUESTION 1

Cyanosis can be checked by observing the patients _______? 

A. Tongue 

B. Earlobes 

C. Nail beds 

D. All of the above 

Correct Answer: C 

Early signs of cyanosis often presents more clearly in the Nail beds and Lips 

 

QUESTION 2

To be effective, hand washing should continue for at least 

A. 1? minutes. 

B. 45?0 seconds. 

C. 25?0 seconds. 

D. 10?5 seconds. 

Correct Answer: D 

Rub your hands together vigorously with soap for at least 10 to 15 seconds, then rinse in running water. 

 

QUESTION 3

The endotracheal tube is primarily intended to: 

A. Be placed into the esophagus 

B. Provide a medication route 

C. Be inserted into the trachea 

D. Be used as a means of suctioning the hypopharynx 

Correct Answer: C 

By inserting the endotracheal tube in to the trachea you isolate the trachea from the esophagus therefore creating a
patent airway. 
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QUESTION 4

You are called to a local industrial complex for a potential hazardous materials incident. The dispatcher reports to you
that approximately 30 workers have been affected and that several workers have been overcome by fumes. The
specialized hazardous materials response team has been dispatched but will arrive approximately 20 minutes after your
ambulance. Upon arrival, you are met at the gate by a worker who points to a large white tank next to the building which
is the apparent source of the contamination. On the side of the tank you see a multi-colored NFPA 704 symbol with a
number four (4) located within the blue diamond, a number one (1) located within the red diamond, a number one (1)
located within the yellow diamond, and no indicator located within the white diamond. You are immediately approached
by a crowd of approximately fifteen workers who state that they were exposed to fluid which was leaking from the tank.
What is your next immediate action? 

A. Begin to triage the patients and obtain baseline vital signs 

B. Mix a weak bleach solution and tell the victims to use it to decontaminate their exposed skin 

C. Have the patients remove their clothing and begin to rinse them with water 

D. Ask the patients to remain in a single location until the hazardous materials team arrives 

Correct Answer: C 

Based upon the fact that the substance involved has already been identified as posing a significant health hazard, time
cannot be wasted prior to initiation of field expedient gross decontamination. The universal decontaminating solution is
water, and no time should be wasted in beginning to rinse any potential contamination away with it. Removal of the
outer layer of clothing will immediately reduce the level of contamination on the victims. It is unreasonable to expect that
the victims will wait for the hazardous materials team to arrive and begin decontamination. At no time should EMS
personnel jeopardize their own safety by performing physical assessment or obtaining vital signs from potentially
contaminated victims. Although weakened bleach solutions are sometimes used for decontamination, water is the best
choice when the exact contaminating agent is unknown. 

 

QUESTION 5

You have responded for a 17 year-old male who has had a sudden onset of shortness of breath. During your evaluation
of the patient, he tells you that he has a history of Marfan\\'s syndrome. The patient is dyspneic and has decreased lung
sounds on the left side of his chest. What do you think is the most likely cause of this patient\\'s shortness of breath? 

A. Pneumonia 

B. Pulmonary embolis 

C. Spontaneous pneumothorax 

D. Congenital lung disease 

Correct Answer: C 

A common complication seen in the patient with Marfan\\'s syndrome is a spontaneous pneumothorax. Marfan\\'s
syndrome is a connective tissue disorder that results in weak organ and tissue structure. Along with spontaneous
pneumothoracies, they are also more likely to develop aortic aneurysms. 
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