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QUESTION 1

While traveling to Japan, a low-ranking US ambassador asked a Japanese official why Japanese people were so
inscrutable. The official looked calm and friendly, responding in a gentle voice that he much preferred to think upon his
race as inscrutable than of his race as wanting in perspicacity such as in Americans. 

Of the following statements, which best describes the Japanese official\\'s comment? 

A. All people are inscrutable, not just the Japanese 

B. Most Americans don\\'t understand Japanese culture 

C. What a person lacks in perception may be a result of the carelessness of the observer, instead of the obscurity within
the object being observed. 

D. The Japanese distrust American ambassadors 

E. If the East and West are ever to understand one another, there will need to be a much better cultural understanding 

Correct Answer: C 

 

QUESTION 2

Until about 1970, anyone who wanted to write a comprehensive history of medieval English law as it actually affected
women would have found a dearth of published books or articles concerned with specific legal topics relating to women
and derived from extensive research in actual court records. This is a serious deficiency, since court records are of vital
importance in discovering how the law actually affected women, as opposed to how the law was intended to affect them
or thought to affect them. 

These latter questions can be answered by consulting such sources as treatises, commentaries, and statutes; such
texts were what most scholars of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries concentrated on whenever they did write
about medieval law. But these sources are of little help in determining, for example, how often women\\'s special
statutory privileges were thwarted by intimidation or harassment, or how often women managed to evade special
statutory limitations. And quite apart from provisions designed to apply only, or especially, to women, they cannot tell us
how general law affected the female half of the population ?how women defendants and plaintiffs were treated in the
courts in practice when they tried to exercise the rights they shared with men. Only quantitative studies of large numbers
of cases would allow even a guess at the answers to these questions, and this scholarly work has been attempted by
few. 

One can easily imagine why. Most medieval English court records are written in Latin or Anglo-Norman French and
have never been published. The sheer volume of material to be sifted is daunting: there are over 27,500 parchment
pages in the common plea rolls of the thirteenth century alone, every page nearly three feet long, and written often front
and back in highly stylized court hand. But the difficulty of the sources, while it might appear to explain why the relevant
scholarship has not been undertaken, seems actually to have deterred few: the fact is that few historians have wanted
to write anything approaching women\\'s legal history in the first place. Most modern legal historians who have written
on one aspect or another of special laws pertaining to women have begun with an interest in a legal idea or event or
institution, not with a concern for how it affected women. Very few legal historians have started with an interest in
women\\'s history that they might have elected to pursue through various areas of general law. And the result of all this
is that the current state of our scholarly knowledge relating to law and the medieval Englishwoman is still fragmentary at
best, though the situation is slowly improving. 

Which one of the following best describes the organization of the first paragraph of the passage? 
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A. The preparations necessary for the production of a particular kind of study are discussed, and reasons are given for
why such preparations have not been undertaken until recently. 

B. A problem is described, a taxonomy of various kinds of questions relevant to its solution is proposed, and an
evaluation regarding which of those questions would be most useful to answer is made. 

C. An example suggesting the nature of present conditions in a discipline is given, past conditions in that discipline are
described, and a prediction is made regarding the future of the discipline. 

D. A deficiency is described, the specific nature of the deficiency is discussed, and a particular kind of remedy is
asserted to be the sole possible means of correcting that deficiency. 

E. The resources necessary to the carrying out of a task are described, the inherent limitations of those resources are
suggested by means of a list of questions, and a suggestion is made for overcoming these limitations. 

Correct Answer: D 

Now we\\'re asked how the first paragraph is put together. Perhaps a scan of the beginning of each choice saved you a
little time here ?the complaint that underlies the entire passage is that of a lack, a dearth, a "deficiency". The deficiency
is first described as the dearth of books and articles on the author\\'s chosen subject. The nature of the deficiency is
then discussed ?that\\'s all that specific stuff regarding the unanswered questions brought up. Do we then get a remedy
that represents the "sole possible means" of correcting the problem? Yes: Doing quantitative case studies is the "only"
way to even begin to answer these questions. A perfect paraphrase, completing a perfect choice. 

 

QUESTION 3

Many political economists believe that the soundest indicator of the economic health of a nation is the nation\\'s gross-
national product (GNP) per capita ?a figure reached by dividing the total value of the goods produced yearly in a nation
by its population and taken to be a measure of the welfare of the nation\\'s residents. But there are many factors
affecting residents\\' welfare that are not captured by per capita GNP; human indicators, while sometimes more difficult
to calculate or document, provide sounder measures of a nation\\'s progress than does the indicator championed by
these economists. These human indicators include nutrition and life expectancy; birth weight and level of infant
mortality; ratio of population level to availability of resources; employment opportunities; and the ability of governments
to provide services such as education, clean water, medicine, public transportation, and mass communication for their
residents. 

The economists defend their use of per capita GNP as the sole measure of a nation\\'s economic health by claiming that
improvements in per capita GNP eventually stimulate improvements in human indicators. But, in actuality, this often fails
to occur. Even in nations where economic stimulation has brought about substantial improvements in per capita GNP,
economic health as measured by human indicators does not always reach a level commensurate with the per capita
GNP. Nations that have achieved a relatively high per capita GNP, for example, sometimes experience levels of infant
survival, literacy, nutrition, and life expectancy no greater than levels in nations where per capita GNP is relatively low.
In addition, because per capita GNP is an averaged figure, it often presents a distorted picture of the wealth of a nation;
for example, in a relatively sparsely populated nation where a small percentage of residents receives most of the
economic benefits of production while the majority receives very little benefit, per capita GNP may nevertheless be high.
The welfare of a nation\\'s residents is a matter not merely of total economic benefit, but also of the distribution of
economic benefits across the entire society. Measuring a nation\\'s economic health only by total wealth frequently
obscures a lack of distribution of wealth across the society as a whole. 

In light of the potential for such imbalances in distribution of economic benefits, some nations have begun to realize that
their domestic economic efforts are better directed away from attempting to raise per capita GNP and instead toward
ensuring that the conditions measured by human indicators are salutary. They recognize that unless a shift in focus
away from using material wealth as the sole indicator of economic success is effected, the well-being of the nation may
be endangered, and that nations that do well according to human indicators may thrive even if their per capita GNP
remains stable or lags behind that of other nations 
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The primary function of the last paragraph of the passage is to 

A. offer a synthesis of the opposing positions outlined in the first two paragraphs 

B. expose the inadequacies of both positions outlined in the first two paragraphs 

C. summarize the argument made in the first two paragraphs 

D. correct a weakness in the political economists\\' position as outlined in the second paragraph 

E. suggest policy implications of the argument made in the first two paragraphs 

Correct Answer: E 

If your Roadmap more or less paralleled the one we describe above you probably had little problem choosing [suggest
policy implications of...] takes the author\\'s argument about measuring economic health into the real world of nations\\'
economic policy decisions. The debate is wholly tilted toward human indicators ?we\\'ve known that since the 1st
paragraph -so no such "synthesis" as option [offer a synthesis of...] proposes is ever made and the dual debunking
described by option [expose the inadequacies of...] is just that: debunk. If any summary [summarize the argument made
in...] of the argument occurs, it\\'s back in 1st paragraph. And since the author is out to demolish the political economists
[correct a weakness in...], not correct them. 

 

QUESTION 4

For some years before the outbreak of World War I, a number of painters in different European countries developed
works of art that some have described as prophetic: paintings that by challenging viewers\\' habitual ways of perceiving
the world of the present are thus said to anticipate a future world that would be very different. The artistic styles that they
brought into being varied widely, but all these styles had in common a very important break with traditions of
representational art that stretched back to the Renaissance. 

So fundamental is this break with tradition that it is not surprising to discover that these artists ?among them Picasso
and Braque in France, Kandinsky in Germany, and Malevich in Russia ?are often credited with having anticipated not
just subsequent developments in the arts, but also the political and social disruptions and upheavals of the modern
world that came into being during and after the war. One art critic even goes so far as to claim that it is the very
prophetic power of these artworks, and not their break with traditional artistic techniques, that constitutes their chief
interest and value. 

No one will deny that an artist may, just as much as a writer or a politician, speculate about the future and then try to
express a vision of that future through making use of a particular style or choice of imagery; speculation about the
possibility of war in Europe was certainly widespread during the early years of the twentieth century. But the forward-
looking quality attributed to these artists should instead be credited to their exceptional aesthetic innovations rather than
to any power to make clever guesses about political or social trends. For example, the clear impression we get of
Picasso and Braque, the joint founders of cubism, from their contemporaries as well as from later statements made by
the artists themselves, is that they were primarily concerned with problems of representation and form and with efforts to
create a far more "real" reality than the one that was accessible only to the eye. The reformation of society was of no
interest to them as artists. 

It is also important to remember that not all decisive changes in art are quickly followed by dramatic events in the world
outside art. The case of Delacroix, the nineteenth-century French painter, is revealing. His stylistic innovations startled
his contemporaries ?and still retain that power over modern viewers ?but most art historians have decided that
Delacroix adjusted himself to new social conditions that were already coming into being as a result of political upheavals
that had occurred in 1830, as opposed to other artists who supposedly told of changes still to come. 

Which one of the following characteristics of the painters discussed in the second paragraph does the author of the
passage appear to value most highly? 
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A. their insights into pre-World War I politics 

B. the visionary nature of their social views 

C. their mastery of the techniques of representational art 

D. their ability to adjust to changing social conditions. 

E. their stylistic and aesthetic accomplishments 

Correct Answer: E 

Kind of picks up on Global issues even as it nominally concerns only a portion of the text. 2, highlighted in the question
stem, is where the author describes the claim he is prepared to rebut later on. However, he discusses those artists in 1,
2, and 3, and the sum total of all of those discussions is that these particular artists are to be seen and celebrated as
artistic innovators who possessed zippo interest in "the reformation of society," let alone prophesying same. It is their
restructuring of visual reality that impresses our author. 

 

QUESTION 5

A hundred students of Midtown college were asked to pick their preference for one of three genres of movies: romantic,
drama, and tragedy. Each of them picked one of the three genres. More than half picked romantic, more than a quarter
picked drama and at least one picked tragedy. When asked about the genre of the movie Titanic, however, more than
three quarter viewed it as a romantic movie. 

If all of the statements above are true, which one of the following must also be true? 

A. Only the students whose preferences were romantic and drama genres of movies viewed Titanic as a romantic
movie. 

B. Only the students whose preferences were romantic and tragedy genres of movies viewed Titanic as a romantic
movie. 

C. At least one student from each genre of movies viewed Titanic as a romantic movie. 

D. Some students whose preference was romantic genres of movies viewed Titanic as a romantic movie. 

E. Some students whose preference was tragedy genres of movies viewed Titanic as a romantic movie. 

Correct Answer: D 

Argument construction 

The survey covers 100 students in Midtown college. They were asked to pick their preference for one of 

the three genres of movies: romantic, drama, and tragedy. More than 50% picked romantic, more than 

25% picked drama and at least 1 student picked tragedy. When asked about the movie Titanic, however, 

more than 75% viewed it as a romantic movie. 

Predict an Inference 

Presenting the information mathematically will help. 
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Say R represents Romantic genre; D represents Drama genre; and T represents Tragedy genre. 

Let\\'s first find out the minimum values of R, D and T. 

It is given that there are 100 students, thus, the percent figures represent the actual numbers. 

We know that 

More than 50% picked romantic, thus R ? 51; 

More than 25% picked drama, thus D ? 26; 

At least 1 student picked tragedy, thus T ?1 

Let\\'s now find out the maximum values of R, D and T. Remember that a student could choose only one of 

the three genres, and every student did choose one of these three genres. So, the sum of R, D and T 

would be 100. 

We know that 

Maximum value of R would happen when the values of D and T are minimum. So, it would be 100 ? 26 ? 1 

= 73 

Likewise, Maximum value of D would be 100 ?51 ? 1 = 48 

Maximum value of T would be 100 ? 51 ? 26 = 23 

51 ? R ? 73 

26 ? D ? 48 

1 ? T ? 23 

We have to see in how many ways the number of votes for Titanic viewed as a romantic movie can be 

more than 75%. 

Since there can be many inferences, we need to see the option statements to get the correct answer. 

Answer choices explanation: 

[Only the students whose preferences were romantic and drama genres of movies viewed Titanic as a 

romantic movie.] This is incorrect. This is not necessarily true. Even some students from each genre can 

make the figure more than 75%. For example, 60 students who voted R, 30 students who voted D and 5 

students who voted T could have viewed Titanic as a romantic movie. Further, since \\'more than 75%\\' can stretch up
to 100%, even all the 100 students covered in the survey can view Titanic as a romantic movie. 

[Only the students whose preferences were romantic and tragedy genres of movies viewed Titanic as a romantic
movie.] This is incorrect. For the same reasoning, as with option [Only the students whose preferences were romantic
and drama genres …] this option is incorrect. 
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[At least one student from each genre of movies viewed Titanic as a romantic movie.] This is incorrect. This is not
necessarily true. If the maximum number of students (73) whose preference is romantic movies and the minimum
number of students (26) whose preference is drama movies view Titanic as a romantic movie, the total number of
students equals 73 + 26 = 96 number of students > 75%. So, even if none of the students whose preference is tragedy
movies viewed Titanic as a romantic movie, the given survey fact - more than 75% of students view Titanic as a
romantic movie – can still hold. 

[Some students whose preference was romantic genres of movies viewed Titanic as a romantic movie.] This is correct.
The minimum number of students whose preference is Romantic movies is 51. This means that the maximum number
of students whose preference is drama or tragedy movies is 100 ?51= 49. This is less than 75% of all surveyed
students. Since the number of students who view Titanic as a romantic movie is more than 75%, some students whose
preference is romantic movies must view Titanic as a romantic movie. 

[Some students whose preference was tragedy genres of movies viewed Titanic as a romantic movie] This is incorrect.
This is not necessarily true. With the same reasoning as used in option C, this is incorrect. 
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