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QUESTION 1

Some philosophers find the traditional, subjective approach to studying the mind outdated and ineffectual. For them, the
attempt to describe the sensation of pain or anger, for example, or the awareness that one is aware, has been
surpassed by advances in fields such as psychology, neuroscience, and cognitive science. Scientists, they claim, do not
concern themselves with how a phenomenon feels from the inside; instead of investigating private evidence perceivable
only to a particular individual, scientists pursue hard data ?such as the study of how nerves transmit impulses to the
brain ?which is externally observable and can be described without reference to any particular point of view. With
respect to features of the universe such as those investigated by chemistry, biology, and physics, this objective
approach has been remarkably successful in yielding knowledge. Why, these philosophers ask, should we suppose the
mind to be any different? 

But philosophers loyal to subjectivity are not persuaded by appeals to science when such appeals conflict with the data
gathered by introspection. Knowledge, they argue, relies on the data of experience, which includes subjective
experience. Why should philosophy ally itself with scientists who would reduce the sources of knowledge to only those
data that can be discerned objectively? 

On the face of it, it seems unlikely that these two approaches to studying the mind could be reconciled. Because
philosophy, unlike science, does not progress inexorably toward a single truth, disputes concerning the nature of the
mind are bound to continue. But what is particularly distressing about the present debate is that genuine communication
between the two sides is virtually impossible. For reasoned discourse to occur, there must be shared assumptions or
beliefs. Starting from radically divergent perspectives, subjectivists and objectivists lack a common context in which to
consider evidence presented from each other\\'s perspectives. The situation may be likened to a debate between
adherents of different religions about the creation of the universe. While each religion may be confident that its
cosmology is firmly grounded in its respective sacred text, there is little hope that conflicts between their competing
cosmologies could be resolved by recourse to the texts alone. Only further investigation into the authority of the texts
themselves would be sufficient. 

What would be required to resolve the debate between the philosophers of mind, then, is an investigation into the
authority of their differing perspectives. How rational is it to take scientific description as the ideal way to understand the
nature of consciousness? Conversely, how useful is it to rely solely on introspection for one\\'s knowledge about the
workings of the mind? Are there alternative ways of gaining such knowledge? In this debate, epistemology ?the study of
knowledge ?may itself lead to the discovery of new forms of knowledge about how the mind works. 

Based on the passage, which one of the following is most clearly an instance of the objectivist approach to studying the
mind? 

A. collecting accounts of dreams given by subjects upon waking in order to better understand the nature of the
subconscious 

B. interviewing subjects during extremes of hot and cold weather in order to investigate a connection between weather
and mood 

C. recording subjects\\' evaluation of the stress they experienced while lecturing in order to determine how stress affects
facility at public speaking 

D. analyzing the amount of a certain chemical in subjects\\' bloodstreams in order to investigate a proposed link
between the chemical and aggressive behavior 

E. asking subjects to speak their thoughts aloud as they attempt to learn a new skill in order to test the relationship
between mental understanding and physical performance 

Correct Answer: D 

By now perhaps we all know cold the objectivist approach to the human mind, but it would still be wise to review how
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it\\'s laid out in 1: Objectivists rely, or want to rely on scientific data when studying the mind. The objective approach has
been very successful in yielding knowledge in other studies of the universe, why not here? ?and indeed, we can expect
that the right answer will be coming from some other field of study. 

 

QUESTION 2

A new bank has decided to stay open only on weekends - all day Saturday and Sunday - and no other 

days. The bank has hired two managers (U and V), Four tellers (W,X,Y, and Z), and two operation officers 

(S and T), for a total of exactly eight full-time employees. 

No part-time employees are hired. 

Each employee works a complete day when working. 

A manager must be on duty each day. 

The managers cannot work on the same day. 

At least two tellers must be working on the same day. 

W and X will not work on the same day. 

S and Z will only work on Saturday. 

No employee can work on consecutive days, but each employee must work on Saturday or Sunday. 

Which one of the following is a complete and accurate list of the employees who have the possibility of 

working on Sunday? 

A. UWYZ 

B. UWYS 

C. UVWXT 

D. UVWXYT 

E. UVWXYTS 

Correct Answer: D 

U,V,W,X,Y,Z and T have the possibility of working on Sunday; S and Z do not. 

 

QUESTION 3

Marie Curie was one of the most accomplished scientists in history. Together with her husband, Pierre, she discovered
radium, an element widely used for treating cancer, and studied uranium and other radioactive substances. Pierre and
Marie\\'s amicable collaboration later helped to unlock the secrets of the atom. Marie was born in 1867 in Warsaw,
Poland, where her father was a professor of physics. At the early age, she displayed a brilliant mind and a blithe
personality. Her great exuberance for learning prompted her to continue with her studies after high school. She became
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disgruntled, however, when she learned that the university in Warsaw was closed to women. Determined to receive a
higher education, she defiantly left Poland and in 1891 entered the Sorbonne, a French university, where she earned
her master\\'s degree and doctorate in physics. Marie was fortunate to have studied at the Sorbonne with some of the
greatest scientists of her day, one of whom was Pierre Curie. Marie and Pierre were married in 1895 and spent many
productive years working together in the physics laboratory. A short time after they discovered radium, Pierre was killed
by a horse-drawn wagon in 1906. Marie was stunned by this horrible misfortune and endured heartbreaking anguish.
Despondently she recalled their close relationship and the joy that they had shared in scientific research. The fact that
she had two young daughters to raise by herself greatly increased her distress. Curie\\'s feeling of desolation finally
began to fade when she was asked to succeed her husband as a physics professor at the Sorbonne. She was the first
woman to be given a professorship at the world-famous university. In 1911 she received the Nobel Prize in chemistry for
isolating radium. Although Marie Curie eventually suffered a fatal illness from her long exposure to radium, she never
became disillusioned about her work. Regardless of the consequences, she had dedicated herself to science and to
revealing the mysteries of the physical world. 

Marie _______________ by leaving Poland and traveling to France to enter the Sorbonne. 

A. challenged authority 

B. showed intelligence 

C. behaved 

D. was distressed 

E. answer not available in article 

Correct Answer: A 

 

QUESTION 4

Town councillor: The only reason for the town to have ordinances restricting where skateboarding can be done would be
to protect children from danger. Skateboarding in the town\\'s River Park is undoubtedly dangerous, but we should not
pass an ordinance prohibiting it. If children cannot skateboard in the park, they will most certainly skateboard in the
streets. And skateboarding in the streets is more dangerous than skateboarding in the park. 

Which one of the following principles, if established, would provide the strongest support for the town councillor\\'s
argument? 

A. Ordinances that restrict the recreational activities of a town\\'s inhabitants should not be passed unless those
activities pose a danger to participants. 

B. Since the town could be legally liable for accidents that occur on public property, town ordinances should restrict any
unnecessarily dangerous activities in publicly owned areas. 

C. Since safety in a recreational activity depends on the level of skill of the participant in that activity, the regulation of
children\\'s recreational activities should be left to the discretion of the children\\'s parents. 

D. If recreational activities constitute a danger to the participants in those activities, then the town council should enact
ordinances prohibiting those activities. 

E. Ordinances that seek to eliminate dangers should not be enacted if their enactment would lead to dangers that are
greater than those they seek to eliminate. 

Correct Answer: E 
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Last up is another Principle question that plays off the same scenario. What general rule is the town councillor applying
in making her argument? We\\'ve already deciphered the argument and abstracted its general structure in our effort to
parallel it in the previous question, so this one is somewhat of a gift. We said above that the argument, in general
terms(which is what Principle questions are always after), boils down to this: "Something is bad, but we shouldn\\'t apply
a specific remedy because that will cause a situation that\\'s worse." Sticking to the terms of this argument, ordinances
and danger, this matches up perfectly with the principle in option [Ordinances that seek to eliminate dangers should not
be enacted if...] 

 

QUESTION 5

Always read the meter dials from the right to the left. This procedure is much easier, especially if any of the dial hands
are near the zero mark. If the meter has two dials, and one is smaller than the other, it is not imperative to read the
smaller dial since it only registers a small amount. Read the dial at the right first. As the dial turns clockwise, always
record the figure the pointer has just passed. Read the next dial to the left and record the figure it has just passed.
Continue recording the figures on the dials from right to left. When finished, mark off the number of units recorded. Dials
on water and gas meters usually indicate the amount each dial records. 

When you have finished reading the meter, mark off 

A. the number of units recorded 

B. the figures on the small dial 

C. the total figures 

D. all the zero marks 

E. the last reading of the month 

Correct Answer: A 
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