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QUESTION 1

You are preparing the assignment for the day. You have one licensed practical nurse (LPN) and one unlicensed
assistive staff member. Which of the following assignments would you not want to make?

A. LPN to reinforce discharge instruction with a patient

B. Unlicensed personnel to take vital signs and to document and report any changes

C. Unlicensed personnel to assess effectiveness of pain medication

D. LPN to remove dressing from an abdominal wound on a postoperative patient

Correct Answer: C

The unlicensed personnel should not be assigned to assess the effectiveness of pain medication; it is the responsibility

of the RN to assess. LPNs can perform dressing changes and reinforce discharge instructions. Unlicensed personnel
can take vital signs and document and report any changes.

QUESTION 2

What would the nurse do to prevent a woman who had a cesarean birth from having early postpartum hemorrhage?
A. IV fluids at 125 mL/hr

B. Assess uterus every 15 minutes

C. Abdominal dressing for drainage

D. Monitor urinary output

Correct Answer: B

The nurse would want to assess the uterus every 15 minutes to prevent early postpartum hemorrhage. Early detection

of a boggy uterus will allow for interventions to prevent postpartum hemorrhage. Other choices are not appropriate in
preventing postpartum hemorrhage.

QUESTION 3

You are caring for a patient in shock. Which parameter would you want to monitor to determine if treatment is effective?
A. Cardiac output

B. Respiratory rate

C. Peripheral pulse rate

D. Central venous pressure

Correct Answer: A
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The nurse needs to monitor the cardiac output to determine if treatment is effective. The cardiac output monitors the left
ventricular function of the heart. The peripheral pulses and respiratory rate may remain within normal, so they are not
the best indicators of treatment effectiveness.

QUESTION 4

A nurse from the surgical care unit has been floated to your unit for the day. Which of the following patients would you
want to assign to this nurse?

A. Exacerbation of heart failure

B. Diabetes Type II, new onset

C. Emergency appendectomy

D. Thyrotoxicosis

Correct Answer: C

The nurse from the surgical care unit should be comfortable taking care of an emergency appendectomy patient. This

nurse should be most comfortable with pre- and post-operative patients; therefore, the nurse should choose to give him
or her those patients if available.

QUESTION 5

You are caring for a patient who has taken a drug overdose. You must administer charcoal to the patient. You
understand that the reason for giving charcoal is to:

A. Induce vomiting

B. Absorb toxins

C. Decrease serum dug levels

D. Cause quick evacuation of pill fragments
Correct Answer: B

The primary reason for administering charcoal is to prevent absorption of toxins into the system. Charcoal is not used to
induce vomiting or diarrhea. It does not reduce current drug levels, but it may reduce future drug levels.
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