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QUESTION 1

Switzerland is a small yet diverse country. It consists of 26 member states, the cantons, each of them with its own
constitution, legislature, government – and a unique history. One of these is the canton of Solothurn. Its roots are in the
city of the same name which can trace back its history to Roman times, when it was known as Salodurum. Becoming a
Free Imperial City (Freie Reichsstadt) in the Holy Roman Empire in 1218 and joining the Old Swiss Confederacy in
1481, the city state of Solothurn grew in size through buying up available scraps of territory as well as some acquisitions
by force, finally reaching its current shape in the early 16th century. 

Original author: Patrick Borer. This article, Ambassadors, milkmaids, and hot air balloons, was originally published in
"The Public Domain Review. " 

The word constitution, as used in the above passage, most nearly means __________. 

A. arrangement 

B. body 

C. laws 

D. construction 

Correct Answer: C 

 

 

QUESTION 2

The CIA is separated into five basic components: the Directorate of Operations, the Directorate of Analysis, the
Directorate of Science and Technology, the Directorate of Support, and the Directorate of Digital Innovation. They carry
out “the intelligence cycle,” the process of collecting, analyzing, and disseminating intelligence information to top US
government officials. 

According to the above paragraph, which of these plays a major role in disseminating CIA intelligence information to top
government officials? 

A. the Secret Service 

B. the White House 

C. the Directorate of Analysis 

D. State Intelligence Officers 

Correct Answer: C 

 

 

QUESTION 3

Due process, the guarantee of fairness in the administration of justice, is part of the 5th Amendment to the 
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U.S. Constitution. The 14th Amendment further requires states to abide by due process. After this amendment was
enacted, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down many state laws that infringed on the civil 

rights guaranteed to citizens in the Bill of Rights. 

According to the above passage, due process ____________. 

A. is an outdated concept 

B. guarantees fairness in the justice system 

C. never became part of the U.S. Constitution 

D. is the process by which winning lottery tickets are selected 

Correct Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Nothing in the paragraph supports Choice "is an outdated concept", which is incorrect. 

When an amendment is passed, it becomes part of the Constitution, so Choice "never became part of the 

U.S. Constitution" is incorrect. 

The passage doesn\\'t support Choice "is the process by which winning lottery tickets are selected". 

 

QUESTION 4

Due process, the guarantee of fairness in the administration of justice, is part of the 5th Amendment to the 

U.S. Constitution. The 14th Amendment further requires states to abide by due process. After this amendment was
enacted, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down many state laws that infringed on the civil rights guaranteed to citizens in
the Bill of Rights. 

According to the above passage, it\\'s reasonable to assume that the 5th Amendment ___________. 

A. is about taxes 

B. guarantees due process in all criminal and civil cases 

C. guarantees due process in federal law 

D. should never have become part of the Bill of Rights 

Correct Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Because the 14th Amendment guarantees due process in states’ laws, the 5th Amendment must 

guarantee due process only in federal law. 

Nothing in the passage implies that the 5th Amendment is about taxes, so Choice " is about taxes " is 
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wrong. 

Because the passage states that the 14th Amendment had to be enacted to require states to abide by due 

process, Choice "guarantees due process in all criminal and civil cases" is incorrect. 

Choice "should never have become part of the Bill of Rights" is neither stated nor implied in the passage. 

 

QUESTION 5

The transistor, a small, solid-state device that can amplify sound, was invented in 1947. At first, it was too expensive
and too difficult to produce to be used in cheap, mass-market products. By 1954, though, these cost and production
problems had been overcome, and the first transistor radio was put on the market. 

According to this passage, ___________. 

A. there was no market for transistors before 1954 

B. when transistors could be produced cheaply and easily, the transistor radio was put on the market 

C. transistors were invented in 1947 by order of the Department of Defense 

D. transistors are still expensive to produce 

Correct Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Products with transistors weren\\'t widely sold before 1954 because of the expense and difficulty of 

production, not because markets didn\\'t exist; so Choice "there was no market for transistors before 1954" 

is incorrect. 

Choices "transistors were invented in 1947 by order of the Department of Defense" and "transistors are 

still expensive to produce" aren\\'t supported in the passage. 

The passage states that the problem of transistors being expensive and difficult to produce was solved by 

1954. 
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